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Jeſus anſwered, My Kingdom is not of this world. 


JOHN XViL 36. 


ro sbom he expounded and teſtified the Kingdom of 


God, perſuading them conc Jeſus, both out of 
the Law of Moſes and out 88 from 
morning till evening. Acts xxviii. 23. 


' PORTSMOUTH, NEW-HAMPSHIRE : 
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.1796. 


" Advertiſement. 


O apology PP the ee of the following Obſerva- * 
tions can avail, if they do not accord with the per- () 

fect rule, to which they appeal: and if they agree with 

at, no apology is necdful. The writer neither has, ſolicits, 
or expects patrons, or the favour of the Public. He thinks M 
that though he ought not to affect ſingularity, yet lie ought to 
honour, and on all proper occaſions to contend for, the deſpiſed 
truth, and never be aſhamed Fit. He has no idea, that the 
following ſentiments cau be generally pleaſin g, or generally 
uſeful. But it is not impoſſible, that ſome, perhaps among 
| the meaneſt, who may af their eyes upon theſe /heets, may 
be induced to look into the Book appealed to, the word of 
God; the perfect, grand and awful teſt, to which we 
mu all finally be brought. In fuck a ay the meanef Per. 

N * be et d with a fingular vie 
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' Mr. BUCKMINSTER's SERMON: 


ww 


HIS diſcourſe is introduced by an obſervation purport- 
T ing that the 101ſt Plalm, (from which the text is 
choten) contains ſentiments and reſolutions highly deſerving 
the ſerious confideration of a Magiſtrate, and a Maſter of a 
family.—The obſervance of which would contribute to 


their reputation and comfort, and that it contains an 


excel- 


ent plan and model for the governing and ordering of a 


court or family, or of any ſociety, whether political, civil or 


ſocial, &c. 


But this Pſalm, even as the other parts of ſcripture, has a 
far higher end than all this. Worldly reputation and com- 
fort may. be great matters with men. But God fays, 
© my thoughts are not your thoughts, &c.“ for as the hea- 
vens are higher than the earth, ſo are my ways higher than 


your. ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 


While 


men imagine the ſcriptures contain fine models of govern- 
ment, and a ſyſtem of rules for behaviour, tending to pro- 
mote reputation and comfort in this world, God's thoughts 


revealed in the ſcripture are upon bringing many 
glory ; to reign as Kings and Prieſts in a Kingdom 


{ons to 
herr 
they 


6 
they ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun ; they firſt being conform. 
ed to the Captain of ſalvation, made perfect through ſuffer. 
mgs, who made himſelf of uo reputation, and denied himſelf 
to earthly happineſs and comfort. And the ſcope of thi 
Palm is a deſcription of him, tho King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords, ruling and reigning gloriouſly in his om or 
church, pointing out who ſhall ſtand there, and whom he 
will caſt out and deſtroy from that City of God. All this i 
| overlooked in this diſcourſe, while the preacher labours in 
vain to extract from the Pſalm the Duty of Republican 
Citizens, in chuſing their Rulers. | 
In regard to Duty, if men, whether in one government or 
another, inquire for that, they may have 1t very bnefly, and 
- from a perfect teacher, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy heart, ſoul, ſtrength and mind, and thy neigh- 
bour as thyſelf. He that fails of this in the ſmalleſt degree, 
falls under the curſe of God. And as all have ſinned, 7her: 
all muſt have lain, and inevitably periſhed forever, were it 
not for the amazingly grand purpoſe of God before men- 
tioned this being the wretched caſe of men, 
The ſcripture reveals this God's purpoſe of ſending his 
on ſon into the world, to ſuffer for the diſobedience of 
finners of all forts and nations, to redeem them from the 
curſe, by his being made a curſe for them; and to obey the 
law for them; that they might be waſhed from their ſins in 
his blood, and make righteous by his obedience. And the 
goſpel that manifeſts all this, calls & leads every one who be- 
- heves it, to repent and imitate this divine righteouſneſs ; by 
doing whatſoever Chriſt has commanded. And by this pur- 
poſe and grace, all forts of ſinners are gathered together in 
one nd ety, the church of the living God, of which 
this Pſalm ſpeaks—A preacher of duties to rulers and citi- 
zens, devoutly praying that the nation may riſe in reputa- 
tion and glory among the nations, and overlooking the 
| {cope of the ſcripture about this heavenly nation, is as far 
from preaching the goſpel that Paul preached as any of the 
heathen Philoſophers or Moraliſts ; and he might with 


more ' propriety and leſs profaneneſs, take his text from 
| - 


{ome of them. 


7 
If once the grand diſtinguiſhing doctrines of - atonement 
made for fin, and a juſtifying righteouſneſs wrought for fin- 
ners, be left or kept out of ſight, it is of little eonſequence 
what the Preaching is ; ſeeing nothing can be left but a 
falſe goſpel ; natural religion; politics; or heathen Morali- 
ty—Nothing is left to give hope to ſinners. | a 
Neither the atonement, righteouſneſs or name of Chriſt 
are honoured with a mention in this political ſermon. Paul 
determined to know nothing among the Corinthians fave 
Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified ; the author of this ſermon 
is determined to know ſo much of politics, that no room 
was found in it for the name and doctrine of Chriſt cruci- 
fied. | 
We may now attend to the ſcope of the Pſalm, and to 
the expoſition, and uſe made of it. 


It points ultimately to the Meſſiah and his government 


in his om or church, through David the ſpeaker, and 
his typical kingdom. He, the Meſſiah, was to be raifed 


from the dead to fit on David's throne. David in his king- 
dom was ſuch an eminent type of Him, that he is promiſ- 
ed to his people, under the name of David their king, _ 
the true David, or Beloved. The Lord Jeſus and his apot- 
tles confirmed their doctrine concerning him, in whofe 
name forgiveneſs was preached, from the Pſalms. They 
had a very different point in view, from directing republi- 
can citizens in duties tending to make them flouriſh and 
proſper among the nations. 

The ſetting forth of the Meffiah and his kingdom in the 
types of the old Teſtament has not been commonly denied 
in words ; it has only been practically denied by ſetting up 
ſuch a r ſuch earthly ſhadows,as Chriſt came to 
aboliſh. The Jewiſh notion of having the Meſſiah's king - 
dom a worldly one, the idea of its being an earthly imita- 
tion of the old church of Iſrael, where was a union of State 
and Church, has ſo bewitched men, that they cannot under- 
ſtand this and other Pſalms, pointing out a kingdom, having 
only a heavenly inheritance, and heavenly glory, and a holy 
nation. | 

The mercy ſpoken of v. 1. of which David * will 

2 
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ſing, is that ſo often celebrated, that endureth forever.“ 
The mercy which gave the beloved Son of God to be a 
ſpotleſs ſacrifice for ſin. The Judgment is that which was 
cauſed to be heard from Heaven, when the wrath of God 
was fo awfully revealed againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighte- 
ouſneſs of men, falling upon the holy foul of the Son of 
God, the ſubſtitute of ſinners; when he made his ſoul an 
offering for fin ; and when he faid, if they do theſe thing 
in 2 green tree, what ſhall be done j in the dry ?—In reading 
v. 2. „ will walk within my houſe with g perfect heart,” 
We mils the grand meaning if our minds reſt only in Da. 
vid's conduct as a maſter of his family. We are ſurely to 
think of ſomething here quite beyond this, even of that 
heavenly houſe of the Meſſiah which God promiſed David 
to build for him after David's days on earth ſhould be ex. 
I Chr. xvii. 10. 11. 17. 23. of which the Apoſtle 
peaks, Heb. iii. 6. But Chrift as a Son over his own 
houſe, whole houſe are we, &c.“ And when Chriſt, hay: 
ing his eyes as a flame of fire, walks in the midſt of his gold- 
en candleſticks, his churches, (each of which in its order isa 
ſign of his body, the redeemed Church,) then that takes 
Place,“ I will walk within my houſe with a 2 heart.” — 
will ſet no wicked thing before mine eyes.“ v. 3. This 
could only be ſaid by one who was a type of Chriſt, and 
could ſpeak his language beforehand. As he did when he 
ſaid in another Pſalm, I wall waſh mine hands in inno- 
cency, &c. 4 a froward heart ſhall depart from me: I wil 
not know a wicked perſon.” v. 4. Chriſt ſays, he *. 
the ſeartu—He will ſay to the wicked, depart from me, | 
never knew you—lI know you not. Whoſo privily ſlan- 
-dereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him od hath a 
high look and a proud heart will not I ſuffer.” v. 5. No 
earthly prince or ruler, can diſcover and cut off every ſecret 
flanderer, and every proud heart. Nor is there auy ſuch 
puniſhment in the kingdoms: of men, as utter extermination 
or cutting off, for private ſlander of a neighbour. 
* He that worketh deceit ſhall not dwell within my 
houle,” &c. v. 7. What earthly ruler can ſo purge his houle, 
as 
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n to baniſii r it, all workers of deceit, Wien all 
their works + 28 ICP 
will early deſtroy all the wicked of the” land; that 
ur off all wicked doers from the city of the! Lori: p 


— is Chriſt's and auful work The city & 
God is the church, ſee Eph. ii. 19. Heb. xii. 225 & Kili. 4.9 
David could not cut-off all wicked doers from de city 
God, but Chriſt can, and will do it. He appears glorious 
in this work, making all his churches to 2 that he 
ſearcheth- the hearts, bringing h © - H&hk, and 
cauſing them to be cut off, by the diſciplines of his Houſe. 
But be will be exceedingly magnified and "glorious ih 
compleating it, early in his day, when he de ſhalf ſend 
forth his angels, aud they ſhall gather out of his __ 
dom all things that offend, and them that do imquity;'a 
ſhall caſt them into xfarnace of fire, &c then ſhall the 
righteous ſhine forty Er- ſun in che kingdom of their 


Father. 
Theſe grand things o Jeſus Chriſt, ten 
agg to that the Phat 


in v. 6. the tert prefixed tothe 3 


Him ? : 
The words are, Mine upon the faithful 


* * 


of the land, that they may 2 ale me, 5 ſhall ſerve 


me that walketh in a perfect way. Here David, the 
man ſet up inſtead of the Mefliah, in the ſweet Palms of 
Ifrael;/is {peaking in his name, and for hin 
That land was God's land, the kingdom, the nation, 
was his Church. And the people, the members of it. 
2 is not true of any other land-: Througk _ land, 
e Chriſt's heavenly kingdom is ſpoken of, and in- 
2 And the faitliful of the land ——— of 
his ſubjects. The faithful will dwell with Chriſt the true 
David; in his beatenly church, of which the cartiny na- 


donal church! of Hrael was a type. Every faithful man 15 
come to that heavenly Mount Zion, timt 8 a- 
« 7, B bove 


IO 
dove, the mother of all God's children. Heb. xi. 22, 
and Gal. iv. 26. 31. and they that love his name will for- 
everhave their dwelling there: they are begotten to, and will 
have a part in the incorruptible, undefiled, unfading inhe- 
ntance, of which that earthly one in Canaan's land, (now 
done a forever removed,) was a type, and a figure, 
The faithful in ſeripture nge , are thoſe who believe 
God's word, and keep it. ful men without faith, 
are not the (cripture Faithful — | 
The pical kingdom where David ruled, did 
dot admit of this purity and holineſs of all the ſubjects, 
and this ſeparation of the unclean from the clean. When 
we think of David it may be readily conceived, that his 
delight was in the faithful, his eyes upon them, chat they 
Might dwell with him, and ſerve him in that earthly 
church ; but could all the faithful in Iſrael dwell with 
him and ſerve him, as Rulers under him? Not even in 
-David's time, were all the faithful made rulers, or all the 
rulers faithful. Where then is the evidence that the text 
peaks of - rulers only in diſtinction from other faithful 
Did not all the faithful dwell with David in his kingdom, 
and ſerve him, as well as the rulers? It is not clear then, 
that the text has any thing to do with earthly rulers at 
all, as ſuch, though this diſeourſe reſpecting them, ſeeks a 
foundation i in it.— In regard to the perth way, when a 
chriſtian man reads of it in the ſcripture, the words of 
the great Lord and Maſter v will readily occur to his mind, 
Matt. vii. 14.1 5.—* Strait is the gate, and narrow i 
the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it“ , Beware-of falſe prophets, Sc. And he vill be 
very jealous ; and beware of every interpretation that l- 
bons to - widen. this perfect way, into one tending to 
- worldly greatneſs, in which multitudes are walking to- 
wards honour and diſtinction in this preſent evil world. 
Having brieſly attended to the paſſage, let us now at. 
tend to the preacher's view of it; an his idea of the 
fathful man, and the perfect 


We 


ci. 22. 
111 for- 


| 11 
We have the deſcription of his faithſul men in page 
sth. By faithful men are intended men of principle, 
poſſeſſing minds independent of every thing but truth 
and duty: incapable of corrupting or being corrupted, 
&c.” The character is here carried very high indeed; 
here is a ſtrong view given of human virtue. Of the 
ſeripture faithful man it is thus enquired, a faithful man, 
who can find ? But ſuch independent minds, and fuch 
incapability, as this, a man who believes the ſcripture ac - 
count'of the corrupt heart and mind of man, will never 
to find at all. In regard to men of principle, 
it is a word of far more indeterminate ſignification than 
the word it labours to explain. Does the expreſſion re- 
late to natural, or revealed religion, to honor, or morality? 
all theſe are ſaid to have their principles. A man whoſe 
character and conduct appear to be thoſe of an honeſt 
man, is often denominated a man of principle, without 
any regard to what he believes or diſbelieves. In all this 
deſcription, we ſee nothing as yet in the faithful man, but 
what 1s called virtue, honour, and honeſty, without regard 
to religious belief. Such as that of the celebrated charac- 
ters among the Greeks and Romans. But we muſt not 
forget that this is not the whole deſcription. The faith- 
ful man, it is faid, exerciſes himſelf in this, to keep al- 
ways a conſcience void of offence, both towards God and 
towards man.“ Now it appears he muſt be more than 
merely: honeſt and virtuous, he muſt be a godly man; for 
this is ſurely a ſcripture deſcription of one that fears and 
loves God: And this view is confirmed by what is faid 
page qth. To lay all in one word, the way of religion 
is the perfect way.“ And page 18th This is the way. 
[the way of real religion] that perfects the character o 
the faithful man. By this time it appears, that the f 
poſed faithful meh. > are to be choſen rulers, muſt 
religious men. Why then is it not fairly and roundly 
ſpoken-out, that they muſt be godly men, believing and 
dbeying the word, practiſing the only true religion, which 


18 


le. f SS 9 oY 


s pure and undefiled before God, and the Father, viſit. 
ing the fatherleſs and widows in their affliction, and keep. 
ing themſelves unſpotted from the world — There is no 
ttue religion but this, nor can we admit any other with. 
gut rejecting the ſcriptures. But there was a difficulty 
in boldiy ſaying the faithful men in the text muſt be 
ſuch as theſe, for then the thought might occur, does 
not the text pointing out fuck ſubjects, ſpeak of a heavenly, 
and not an earthly kingdom ? Beſides the doctrine would 
not no be reliſned, that none but members of Chriſt's 
kingdom, are qualified to rule in the State. This doc- 
trine ought always to have been rejected, and is now juſt- 
ly exploded. Therefore as a text is ſought, that ſpeaks 
of faithful men, the idea of faithful muſt be occaſionally 
heightened and lowered. The faithful man to have his 
character perſected, muſt be a religious man, and as it 
were a believer, a Chriſtian man; and yet on the whole 
he need not be a chtiſtian, but may be ſufficiently faith- 
ful and religious, for a ruler, without this. 


- The ing View ſeems to be confirmed from page 
18th, where:he-lays the ways of truth purity and righ- 
nels: are hut pure that communicate di · 


rectly with, and are perfefted in that maſt perfect way, the 
way of real religion: This is the way that perfects the 
character of the faithful man. Perhaps I do not un- 
derſtand what is here affirmed; but if I do, it is ſome - 
thing like this, that the ſtreams of moral virtue run into, 
and iwell the great torrent of chriſtianity. And thus 
chriſtianity would only be the union & 
ral virtues. But hatever elſe be the meaning, the paſſage 
uſt quoted ſeems to import that the fait 

he a man of real religion. Now if it be admitted that 
the chriſtian religion is the only true one, then it neceſſari- 
lyfollews that the faithful. man muſt be a chriſtian Here 
then ye ſerm to have come to a fixed point. But ſtay, we 


muſt not conelude too faſt; for the next words ſhew; that 


he is far tom thinking that perſons in 9 81 rule, 
es | | d 


n of the mo- 


man muſt 


13 1 
fiould in the judgment of charity be gracious perſons.” 
Now again, men may be rulers who are no chriſtians. 
What then becomes of the aforclaid faithful man, the 
man of real religion, the man to be choſen ? The anſwer 
muſt be, that after all this talk, faith in God 1s not an in- 
oredient in the character of the faithful man. And this 
s confirmed by what is faid page 21. That perſons 
who have their doubts and ſcruples reſpecting the authori- 
ty of the ſcriptures, or the truth of the chriſtian religion, 
may not make ſafe and reſpectable civil rules, it would 
be too much to ſay.” —In this I fully concur. But I 
afirm that theſe doubters are not faithful men in the 
ſcripture view, and may with boldneſs affirm in addition, 
that the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jefus, does 
not qualify a man to be civil ruler, nor the want of that 
knowledge diſqualify any man, and I may with equal 
boldneſs aſſert, that a man who can talk of faithful men, 
ſo called in the ſcripture, -men_ of real religion, having 
their doubts and ſcruples, whether God has ſpoken true 
or falſe, muſt be very coolly affected toward that word of 
lis, and have very different ideas of religion and ſal vation 
from what the Apoſtles had. The preacher ſpeaks of his 
doubters, whom I] call infidels, as men who may be poſ- 
ſeſſed of principles of natural religion, and venerate a mo- 
ral governor and judge of the world; notwithſtanding 
theſe religious doubts and ſcruples I freely confeſs that 
] have very little opinion of that real religion and venera- 
tion of God, which is found in men who by their unbe- 
lief make God a liar. And think I am countenanced in 
this, by the Apoſtles, ſaying, we are of God, and the 
hole world lieth in wickedneſs, or in the wicked one - 
And if any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him 
be Anathema, Maranatha. Let God be true, and every 
man a lar. | | | 

In page 18th the Author ſays © As far would I be from 
ſetting up one denomination of chriſtians above another, 
and ſaying that our choice ought to be confined to __ | 

Weg > 


; | 14 
Here we may ſee at one view the Catholiciſm (of his cha- 
rity ſo called) and his notion of chriſtianity. But ſhall 
we {ay that all theſe Babel - like, diſcordant parties and 
denominations are the one true and perfect way, becauſe 
they have agreed to uſurp the name chriſtian ? Shall we 
dare to ſay theſe various peoples, nations and tongues" 

agreeing ſcarcely in any thing but worldly mindedneſ;, 
and in holding all doctrine looſely, are the people to 
whom God has performed that gracious promiſe Jere 
XXX11. 39. I will give them one heart, and one way, &c.” 
Or can we think they bear any hkeneſs to that © multi- 

| tude of them who believed; who were of one heart and of 
one ſoul.” Acts iv. 32? God forbid that we ſhould be 
ſo deceived. What a latitude has the word chriſtian ob- 
tained ? The chriſtian world —A chrifttan Land 
Chriſtian Papiſts, Congregationaliſts, Epiſcopalians, Qua- 
kers, Univerſaliſts, and they might as well add, chriſtian 
Infidels, and chriſtian Pagans —They might as well ſay 
there are as many Chriſts as ſects. And indeed it was 
foretold that falſe Chriſts ſhould ariſe. And it comes to 
pals, as it was foretold. They might ſurely as well hold 
to many Chriſts, as hold the charity they do for {eds 
following each a falſe Chriſt; for the ſcripture is not more 
expreſs on the point of there being but one Lord, than it 
is on the point of there being but one Faith. This pro- 
fane abuſe of the word chriſtian, brings to mind, the 
words of a certain traveller, who ſpeaking of a certain 
country, as nearly as I recollect, ſays very gravely to this 
effect, In this country are very few chriſtians, and they 
fubfift wholly by robbery. The preacher full of the ſpirit 
of patriotiſm, ſays, page 10—< The ſpirit of patriotiſm, 


the Amor Patriæ has been juſtly celebrated, by poets, 
and politicians, by philoſophers and divines, in all civil- 
Eed nations and ages of the world. Where this paſſion 
really exiſts, 1n the breaſts of citizens, it will inſpire with 
a noble ardor, and excite to every care and exertion, to 

ſecure the peace and proſperity, the reputation and glo- 
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15 
ty of a country.” The poor deſpiſed Apoſtles, are not 
admitted into this catalogue of great men. And two 
reaſons may juſtify the omiſſion. 1ſt. They never kept 
fuch company in their life-time, and no friend of theirs 
would wiſh to ſee them introduced into it now, 2d. 
yy never (that we hear of) made a ſingle declamation in 
praiſe of this admired ſpirit. They had indeed the mind 
of Chrift, but that never led them to celebrate this ſpleu- 
did heathen virtue. However though they over looked 
it, yet it has not gone unſung, for we learn from the ſermon 
that poets, politicians, philoſophers and divines, in all ci- 
vilized nations and ages, have united in doing it juſtice, — 
We need not indeed wonder that the Apoſtles who never 
dealt in eloquence, left it to thoſe who did. They were 
taken up with quite other matters ; their care and exer- 
tions ran in quite another channel. They were fo occu- 
pied in preaching a goſpel, eſteemed fooliſhneſs by philo- 
ſophers, poets, &c. in inculcating on thoſe who believed 
it, brotherly love and works of mercy ; and cheriſhing 
the affeCtions of theſe their friends to another country, that 
they were dead to what is ſtiled a noble ardor for national 
proſperity, reputation and glory, in this preſent world — 


Where they were only fojowrners. They left the care of 


States, to the powers whom God had ordained to that care. 
What bufineſs could a poor afflicted people, forſaking 


all to follow Chriſt, and being „rangers and pilgrims on 


the earth, have with that proud, high-mettled ſpirit 
which raiſed and aggrandized the Roman ſtate? A paſ- 
ſion exceedingly oppoſite to the patient, lowly ſpirit of the 


followers of the flain Lamb !—The former influenced 


men to hold it a beautiful thing to die for their coun- 
try.“ The later made men ready to die for the name of 
the Lord Jeſus. —And actuated that grand company per- 
ſecuted by the Roman power, of whom it is ſaid, they 


— — —— tn. i 


© ® See the Latin motto en the title page of the ſermon, *1t is a ſweet aud 
gomely thing to die for one's country.” 
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over came him hy the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their teſtimony, and they loved not their lives un- 
to the death.“ 
Me may paſs over the obſervations on forms of Go- 
vernment; &c. theſe may ſhew much learning and politi. 
ym reſearch, but of this — pretend not to judge. A de: 
1 the means of making a nation 
happy, may be very amuſing to many who 
— be quite Gilguſted at the plain ſimple goſpel The 
antient — is yet verified, they are of the world, 
therefore ſpeak they of the world, and the world heareth 
them“ 

We may however juſt abortus the liberty taken with 
the ſcripture in order to ſet off the republican form of go- 
vernment. In page 11th it is ſaid, The native equality 
of man ſeems to dictate a democratic, or republican form 
of government, a government ſimilar to that into which 
Jethro led the children of Iſrael, &c. But the children 
of Iſrael were tired of this form of government, and in 
their pride and vanity, would have a a king to rule over 
them, and though we on the: fureſt ground charge them 
with folly, yet we cannot diſpute their right to change.” 

But was not that government a Theocracy, a Kingdom of 
God ? did not he appoint it, and was he not their King in 
very deed ? Moſes ſaid, the people come to me to enquire 


of © God.— Jethro ſaid, if thou ſhalt-do this thing, and God 
command thee ſo, &c. Did the appointment of Judges un- 


der Moſes e the Theocracy, into a Democracy, or 
ſomething ſimilar ? Did Lhe not after this, reject the Lord 


from being their Ring: And how came the children of 


Iſrael by their right to change God's appointment ? Surely 
God by his prophet would not have charged them with 


great wickedneſs tor 2 their indiſputable right, ſec 


iſt Samuel Xii. 1. 1 

But there are ſtill more Wr nion of the holy ſcrip- 
ture in this Diſcourſe. Among theſe I cannot but notice 
the compliment paid to carthly rulers at the expence of 
| | 1 , he 
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the honor of God's word and beloved Son. In page 19, 
ſpeaking of rulers. he ſays, © They who are gods on earth 
ſhould adore the God who is above.” But whence deriv- 
ed he the authority to call the rulers of modern States, 
s on earth? It is true the rulers in Iirael, God's only 
national church, are called gods; though it was ſaid to them 
re ſhall die hike men. They were in their office, types of 
the Son of God, who ſhould come into the world and 
ſhould riſe from the dead, &c. And the Pſalmiſt call- 
ing them gods, and ſeeing their frailty, calls for the glori- 
ous antitype, ſaying < Ariſe O God and judge the earth, 
for thou thalt inherit all nations.” So the tcripture that 
calls theſe mortal men gods, cannot be broken, it being 
fully verified in the great antitype, whom the Father 
ſanctified and ſent into the world, who is God indeed. 
80 But does the language belonging to the types of Chriſt; 
to whom the word of God came, belong to rulers among 
* the nations, the lords of the Gentiles ? Compare John x. 

bs 34, 36, with Pſalm Ixxxii. 6. 8. | 
_— Somewhat ſimilar is that, page 2oth, * when they who 
5 rule over men are juſt, ruling in the fear of God, through 
the approving {miles of Heaven, they will be to the peo- 
of ple as the light of the morning, when the fun ariſeth, 


20 even a morning without clouds; as the tender graſs ſpring- 
F ing out of the earth, by clear ſhining after rain,” Thele 
* l words are part of one of the exceeding great and pre- 
. cious promiſes of Chriſt. He in his kingdom, is indeed 
: to his people (not to any one earthly nation) as the light 
| of the morning, he will be their everlaſting light ; when he 


came, © the day ſpring from on high, vifited men.“ The 
light ſprung up to them, who fat in the region and ſha- 
dow of death. Hle is the fun of righteouſneſs who ariſeth 
with healing under his wings. In him all the glory of 
the bleſſed God ſhines forth moſt clearly: And in regard 
to his lowly, yet refreſhing appearance, in his humiliation, 
and in regard to the increaſe of his kingdom, he was like 
the tender graſs ſpringing up by clear ſhining after rain; 
N and elſewhere 


18 


elſewhere it is faid “ H 
220445548 * He ſhould grow up as + 
P 3 ya 23 does this 7 Fi- 
oe 190 ry 0 hriſt? How comforting for d — if x 
rious tlu — 8 as of David : And are all theſ 2* 
_— ng | 0 de ſcriptive of the 7% One, to be a Po 
__ a ; on — Gentile countries, even the — 4 bac 
3 e paſſage 2 Samuel xxiii. 1, 5. Ia 4 
ers the delcription as too 1 en ff 
ee Bag grand even for hi; 
n page 7th there is a re 
— — in theſe words, ons Je eg —_— 
wah " 1 rs and a token and mean of 3 : 
_ oN eir governor is from the midſt of th 3 
8 erg officers from among elves, «al 
8 53 . Very unwiſe to deviate from this * f 
its 250 pe 8 line of prudence reſpecting chuli : 
; , is ſubli 5 
3 . who was to come, and has oy _ : 
nes nnd 
elves thei 
_—_—_— 8 2 _ of them = and I will cauſe bi ” 
2 8 2 all approach unto me, for who ; thi 
xt on, He * to approach unto me? ſaith th 
_ uted to give great joy to dying fi ; 
e il TY ut to appear before a holy offended God, 
wo arts hung in themſelves whereby they can appr ch 
ANGIE —— Dy to hear of this Holy One che " | 
who cog is heart to approach unto the ri 51 
_ wy I governor © from the midſt of them Nis the 
nk 5 Eee to Iſrael, to be raiſed up of ther 
8 5 om the Father ſaw engagin 6: b wy 
8 a the ſame Holy One, _ MT 2 
cn rae n heart, and was worthy to aſcend int the 
are EM And when he had finiſhed his = wy 
* he Was cauſed to come near, and did . 
er in the higlieſt Heavens, in che nam er h 
b e of his 


people 


people 


thing t 
red tO, 
caſes ?. 
Ma 
hetwee 
and th 
forme! 
tics. 
from t 
ed by 
its au 
preva 
laws { 
entwi 
i. 


19 
people for whom he finiſhed that work. —]Is all this great 
thing to be kept out of ſight, and the paſſage coolly refer- 
xd to, and uſed as a leſſon of po/rtica! prudence in ordinary 
caſes ?—And is this called preachung the goſpel? 

Many reflections are ready to occur here on the contraſt 
between chriſtianity as delineated in the New Teſtament, 
and the modern religion laying claim to that name. The 
former was in no way connected with ſtates, or with poli- 
tics. It neither ſought nor had any aid or countenance 
from the laws of Monarchies or Republics. It was oppoſ- 
ed by the powers of the world, and ſupported wholly by 
its author, who had ſaid, that the gates of hell ſhould not 
prevail againſt his church. The latter leans on human 
laws and power, when ſuch a ſupport can be got; it is 
entwiſted with politics and the ſtate, and theſe again with 
it. Should the ruling powers come once to be perſuaded 
that Chriſt has given no charge to magiſtrates to take care 
of his church, and withdraw their foſtering influence, and 
the ſupport of their laws, modern religion would fall.— 
It will fall, its fall is appointed, and approaches — But the 
Church of. Chriſt will remain unſhaken—Yea it will riſe 
upon the ruins of Babylon. 

When we think then of the kingdom of the Clergy as 
ſtanding by the influence of the powers of the earth, it 
need not be a wonder that they ſo intermeddle with poli- 
tics. But although clerical weight, power, and authority, 
are faſt declining, yet we may ſee theſe will not fall for 
want of exertions in one way or ather, to prop them up.— 
« T have done it, (lays the preacher) from an apprehenſion 
of duty, and uſed that plainneſs of ſpeech which becomes 
my ſtation, &c.” Where is this duty of declaiming on 
government, politics, and the buſineſs of voting enjoined 
in the New-Teſtament ?—And where is the plainneſs of 
of ſpeech, like that of the Apoſtles, ſpeaking of the glori- 
ous miniſtration of righteoulnels, not as Moſes, &c ?— 
And what is the ſtation ſpoken of ?—I cannot find the 
Apoſtles, who were made a ſpectacle to the world, &c. oz 

| the 
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the firſt miniſters of the word, any where ſpeaking of 
their ſtation, or infinuating that they were of an order dif. 
tin& from other chriſtians.—It is true they exerciſed the 
Apoſtolic, Evangelic, and Epiſcopal or Elders office. But 
this gave them no preeminence : rather they were ery. 
ants of all. And thele offices inſtead of getting them ho- 
nor and reſpect in the world, marked them out for a dif. 
tinguiſhed ſhare in ſhame, reproach, and perſecution.— 
Tney had no penſion or emolument by means of any lay 
of any ſtate ; Paul's neceſſities were miniſtered to in quite 
another way They had no ſplendid edifices like pala. 
ces, built to their importance, as preaching places. They 
had no ſacred deſk to tell of, nor did they ſpeak of the 
as profeſſional matters, on a foot- 
ing with the learned employments, which raiſe the pro- 
feffors in honor, above the common people more meanly 
occupied. 

A nine education in vain philoſophy, the arts of 
diſputing and declaiming, reading the heathen poets, 


with all their abominaticns, to form the taſte, prepares for 


the ſtation. A character and authority claimed to be from 
God, ſuppoſed 7: anſmiſſible in ſucceſſion from clergymen 


of paſt ages, to thote of the preſent, and to be a&ually con. 


veyed by ordination, is to inveſt them in the powers and. 


privileges of an order, imagined ſomewhat fumilar to that 
in Aaron's family. 

The reſpect of the public thus raiſed by ſpiritual 
claims, is kept up and increaſed by an opinion carefully 
handed down by tradition, and countenanced by Jaws, 
that an honourable handſome ſupport, if poſſible, by law, 
muſt keep up the dignity and importance of the ſtation 
and order. Spiritual authority, and human learning may 
beſtow- reſpect and honour, but a portion of wealth and 
rank are found needful to keep up theſe. Who will 
much reſpect even learned labourers, and who will much 
hearken to teachers poor and mean? Few indeed but 
the . Thus 28 3 have been found con- 

venient 
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21 
yenient appendages to ſpiritual claims.“ The idea of a 
divine authority has been carefully kept up, and though 
mankind are at ſome loſs to conceive how this authority 
reſides in the clergy, and how it comes to them, yet they 
have been taught to think that ſo it is, whether they 
clearly comprehend it, or not, and are ſtruck with a kind of 
awe, hearing of their /#ation, profeſſion, and ſacred deſte.+ 
They think ſurely theſe perſons are of an order of God's 
appointing ; they are nearer to him than we ; and muſt 
know more of his mind than we can ; and have more power 


to draw down his fayour to men than we the laity can pre- 
| tend 


gone : 

We may form fome idea of the light in which the order is conſider- 
ed among them who belong to it, by the following words of Doctor 
Prieſtly, a late chief min among the diſſenting clergy in England, where 
yet they groan unter the want of that legal ſupport, which the clergy get 
in this country His words are theſe, © So reſpected is the character of 
a miniſter with us, though the caſe may he different with you, that what- 
ever was his .«riginal rank in life, it places him on a level with the moſt 
opulent of his congregation ; and it rarely happens but that in all our 
congregations are ſome perſons of as good fortunes, and as poliſhed 
manners as any others in the town or neighbourhood. On this account, 
as well as from a principle of genuine piety and benevolence, the ſitua- 
tion of a diſſenting miniſter bas many attractions, eſpecially to a per- 
ſon of a ſerious and ſtudious turn of mind.” Letters, to Burke p. 49. 


* Thu: wwe fee, the Order ranks high in this world ! 


+ The author ſpeaks of the *facred Deſk,” page 21. But who made 
that parcel of wood, facred. I have no ſcruple to ſay, that nothing ſhort 
of great diſregard of the ſcriptures, and a ſtrong propenſity to claim and 
ſhare out among men, the Honor that belongeth 20 the one Gad, could lead 
ſome to affirm, and others to ſwallow a Doctrine teaching that there is 
any holineis in 2 Clergyman's pulpit, more than in a pertiar's ſtall ; in a 
merting Houſe, than in a wigwam. No one thing can be brought from 
the Scriptures tor ſuch holineſs. But much may be brought from them 
to ſhew that there is no, no holy place at all, on this Earth The 
Place of the New Teſtament Church, is Heaven itſelf ; whither the fort- 
runner hath entered. They who talk of carthly Holy places may as well 


enter thoroughly into the holy water, the holy Chriſtr, &c. of the Ro- 


man Church, —If any one ſhould chute to be ſhocked or angry at this 
view, thinking the ſanctity of the Pulpit tv be profaned ; he may if he 
pleaſes, remember, that it was agreeable to the will of God, that the Altar 
which Jeroboam pretended to fanQify, was defiled and polluted by the 


durniog of dead men's bones upon it. 
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tend to. To them we muſt look, to learn the mind ot 
God, and to intercede for us !—Theſe ideas are cheriſhed 
by the teachers, and imbibed by the hearers. —Moft peo. 
ple think they muſt have ſome religion, occaſionally, or at 
{ome time or other. That of their country, and which is 
the faſhion, is near and convenient. And if not at other 
times, yet when ſickneſs and death come near, the Clergy 
are {ought to as a ſort of interceſſors or mediators, as well 
as teachers. The words of the Apoſtles, the true ambaſ- 
ſadors of Chriſt, are conſidered as quite barren and deſti. 
tute of comfort. 

But this kingdom of the Clergy is conſuming. Anti- 


chriſt verges to his goal. He treads cloſe on the boundary 


hne that limits his reign. The 1260 years, the period of 
this reign muſt be about, or nearly run out. The expira- 
tion of this period is an epoch pregnant with dreadful 
evil to the kingdom of the beaſt. This evil appears to be 


faſt coming; and mens hearts failing them for fear.— 


Babylon's idols muſt be confounded & broken. The wo- 


man, the true Church muſt no longer be hid in the wilder- 


neſs. The wit neſſes, the old and new teſtament, no longer 
prophecying in ſack cloth, when this time is fully come.— 


The earth is to be reaped.— The faith and patience of 


the ſaints muſt be clearly ſeen again. The ſanctuary fully 
cleanſed. —Theſe are great things ! Events uſhering in 
the reign of Chriſt and his ſaints on the earth! They 
who hear the heavenly proclamation ; * fear God and 
give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is come,” 


- &c. will remember the Lord afar off, and Jeruſalem will 


come into their mind. And inſtead of bemoaning Baby- 
lon, they will regard the momentous import of thoſe aw- 
ful words; © We would have healed Babylon, but ſhe 
is not healed : forſake her, and let us go every one into 
his own country; for her judgment reacheth unto Heaven 
and is lifted up even to the ſties Every one who loves 
that kingdom which 1s not of this world, will attend to 
the teſtimony of Jeſus, which 1s the ſpirit of prophecy— 
an 
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ind rejoice to hear his words, who ſpeaking of his ſecond 


« the bright and 
- "(elf before his people, a5 7 
— "He will look forward with hope, and joy 


ng revolution de- 
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dreds of the earth 
Even ſo, AMEN.” 
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